


RPD response to inquiries:

The “No Bicycles” signs posted in McLaren 
Park are “consistent with longstanding 
regulations”.   

Bikes are not allowed on earthen trails in San 
Francisco parks.  



Before the Signs

NAP invited cyclists to volunteer thousands of hours to build multi-use 
trails in our parks.   

On September 25, 2012 SF Urban Riders met with Phil Ginsberg, Denny 
Kern, Eric Anderson, Jim Wheeler, Dana Ketcham and Alex Randolf to 
discuss off-road cycling in the parks. We were asked to help steer cyclists 
away from Golden Gate Park and toward McLaren Park where trail 
conditions are sustainable and bicycles would be welcome.   

SFRPD has offered a women’s “mountain bike boot camp”.   













City and County of San Francisco Municipal Code - Park Code related to bicycles   

SEC. 2.07. "VEHICLE" DEFINED.   
When used in this Code, the word "vehicle" shall mean any device, in, upon, or by which a  person or property is or 
may be propelled, moved  or drawn upon a highway, excepting a device  moved by human power or used 
exclusively upon  stationary rails or tracks, and shall include, but  not be limited to, the following: automobile, 
truck, motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, animal- drawn carriage, buckboard, cart, and minibike or bicycle when 
operated under engine power. (Added by Ord. 603-81, App. 12/18/81)   

SEC. 3.04. BRIDLE PATHS.   
The bridle paths are maintained for the primary use of horses and riders and any person  who walks, jogs, runs or 
otherwise makes use of a bridle path, or who propels or conveys a vehicle or a bicycle, cart, wagon or other object 
on a bridle path, or who allows any animal within his or her custody on a bridle path, must leave the bridle path or 
remove the vehicle, object or animal from the path whenever such action or removal is necessary in order to give 
way to horses and riders. This Section is not applicable to members of the Police Department in the performance 
of their duties. (Added by Ord. 603-81, App. 12/18/81)  

Sec. 3.05.   San Francisco - Park Code  16   
Conservatory Valley, no person shall participate in any athletic activity, including, but not limited to running, 
jogging, volleyball, baseball, soccer, football, roller skating, bicycle riding, skateboarding, or frisbee. The prohibition 
contained in this Section applies to running or jogging only when the person running or jogging does not remain on 
pedestrian paths. (Added by Ord. 603-81, App. 12/18/81)     



Codes cited at the bottom of the signs   

PARK CODE   

3.21. Voting on Own Character or Conduct. (conflict of interest issues.  Oops!)

3.12. Camping Prohibited   

3.02. SIGNS TO BE OBEYED No person shall willfully disobey the notices, prohibitions or directions on any sign 
posted by the Recreation and Park Commission or the Recreation and Park Department   

4.01. Disorderly conduct

4.04. Littering and dumping of waste matter prohibited

HEALTH CODE

SEC. 40. Dog to be controlled so as not to commit nuisances

SEC. 41.12. Duties of owners (of animals) 



SNRAMP   

Bicycles are mentioned 8 times in the SNRAMP in sections 6.1 to 6.6.  

Lake Merced - It is the largest freshwater lake in the City and supports numerous recreational activities, including 
boating, fishing, golfing, jogging, bicycling, skeet shooting, picnicking, and appreciation of the natural 
environment.

Lakeview/Ashton Mini Park  - The trails in the southeast corner of the park and along the southern boundary are 
eroding because of intense foot and bicycle traffic.  

Twin Peaks - These paths are designed for foot traffic only, but receive some motorcycle and mountain bike use.  
If it becomes clear that motorized and bicycle access continues and is damaging sensitive habitat areas, then the 
appropriate fencing shall be installed to prevent wheeled-vehicle access to sensitive habitats (MA-1a and MA-2a).

Oak Woodlands  - Of particular concern at the Oak Woodlands is the unauthorized use of trails by mountain bikes.  

McLaren Park - The occasional use of the Natural Area by people riding off-road motorcycles and mountain bikes 
continues to occur.   



Impact

Curtails recreational opportunities  

Pushes our children out into the streets to ride their bicycles.  

Prevents people from cycling to our parks.    

Denies transportation cycling routes through our parks.  

Deals a blow to our city’s Transit First policies and runs counter 
to the philosophies put forth in the ROSE. 







The Future?


